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PSYCHOLOGTCAL STHATHEY BOARD
Washington 25, D. C,

Januory 14, 1953

MEMORANDUM FOR:  The Honorable
© David K. E. Bruce
Under Seoretery of State

SUBJECT s Progress Report oun Implementation
- of FSB Dwlie "Paychological Operations
Plan for the Reduction of Commund sb
Power in France."

Attached herato for your information is an interim progress
report on PSB D=lie "Pgychologlcal Operations Plan for the Reduction

of Communist Power in Irance',

25X 1A

=T

Director

Enclosure:

1., Progress Report on Implementation
of ISB D~14c, deted Januvry 13, 1953

(Note: Idemtlesl Memoranda sent to Mr, Foster, General Smith end
General Younga
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Jénuary 13, 1953

Progress Report: on Implementation of
ESB D-lio_"Psychological Operations
Plon for the Reduction of Communlst
Pover an France,"

Tormel implementation of PEB D-lie "Psychologlcal Operations

Flan for the Reduction of Ccmmunist Powor in Frence", is now in
its eleventh month with coordinsting committees functioning regularly
in both Paris and Weshington., During this period there has been an
interchange of vicws belween members of the committees, hoth by
personal visits and by exchange of reports and other pertinent papers.
- Functloning of the Paris Committee is the direct responsibility cf

our Anmbassador end, In addi¥ion to Interdeperimenteal ropresentatives,
 dIscugslons are now participated in by the Chief of the MfA Mission
to France and the Deputy Chief of Miselon, Parls Embassy. A repre-
sentative of the U, 8, Commander-in-Chief, Furope, will also coon
participate in the discussions. Propress toward achieving the
oblectiveg of PSB D-l4e is regarded as satlefactory with the initia-
ti = ‘ iviticg being taken by tha French Government
and with our own activitles being conducted in the background,

The French Communist Party continued throughout 1952 to contract -
in size and to display the same lack of dynemiem thet has characterized
it to an ever increasing extent during the past four years, Membership
. in the Party 1s now estimated at eround-450,000, amounting to a 50

percont decline in over-sll membership since 1946, The electoral
strongth of the Communigts, however, continues to run at asbout 5,000,000
out of a total of 19,000,000 votes cast in each postwar national
election,

At no time during 1952 did the Party reveal any cepacity for
rallying non-conmunist support to such an extent as to influence govern-
ment policy. Signs of a split in the Party hierarchy became evident
with the purge of Marty &nd Tillon and in September the Party line
became a "United National Front" policy. The French Communiste are.
apparently strivineg to create s united fron? with all elements of the
population on the bagls of e program of “peace, nationel independence,
and democratic llberticsTs -

In spite of its decline in 1952, the French Communist epparstus
will remain for the foresecable future & poworful and dengerous factor
for ¥rench gecurity and therefore for our own within the NATO framework.
The CFF is one of the world's largest Communist parties outside the
Soviet Bloes In France, itself, it is still a mujor political party,
en important power in the trade union movement, and a huge propaganda
machine :

For the immediate future the mogt likely linog of attack sgainst
the courcéd & T 1ot strenstl slatliwv gtre

noves E;ﬂEE Trench Govermment snd ln action by ourselves iﬁ the field of
pg%%gd”opinion. If the French Goverrnment succeeds in 158 DOSHSHU ETTOTLs
to convict the Party leaders (and thus the Party itself) of treason by

Judicial process, and so to brand the Pariy as "foreign", the basis will
have been laid for all manner of measures to weeken Communi st influence.
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